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A New Year - A New Building - A New Beginning
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~ With the arrival of 2012 comes the realization of years of dreaming. Next month we should see
the early stages of construction for the expansion of our facility. What an amazing way to begin
the New Year!

This process which is now coming to fruition began in 2009, when our Long Range Planning
Committee started gathering preliminary information to consider the future needs of HCRJ. The
goal was to collect the input of as many voices and perspectives as possible through a simple
survey that was sent out to every member. The surveys were collected and the dreaming began.

In the months to come, we will begin to see our dreams realized. Our new facility will more than double our social
space and triple our capacity for religious school students. The new expansion will be beautiful, but we still need
your support.

Just as we sought the input of every member through the survey that started this 3-year process, so too we seek
the financial support of everyone in our congregational family. To date we have received pledges from over half
of our congregation. If you have yet to pledge, please do so soon. Every gift constitutes a valuable contribution.

As we move ahead with our new construction and as we continue to pledge our support to this dynamic
community, we must never lose sight of the fact that the buildings we construct for worship, study and service
must always represent our best attempt to weave sanctity and holiness into the fabric of our lives. This new
building is the concrete realization of our congregational efforts to adequately facilitate ways to come together to
nurture our spirits and strengthen us in our resolve to serve.

Our new building, however, is only a starting point. Our next big challenge is even more exciting. As we begin
2012, and as we revel in the excitement of our expansion, we can and should take great pride in what we have
created together, but as we grow in size, so too we must grow our determination to maintaining the warmth,
intimacy and sense of community which has come to define us.

One of our greatest challenges is finding ways to connect the talents and passions of individual members with our
congregationds growing needs. HCRJ is open to new
passions into the fabric of congregational life. HCRJ is your spiritual home, and your talents and input are of
value to our future.

If you are interested in a particular kind of committee work or have a talent you are longing to apply to the mission
and vision of HCRJ, please let us know by emailing to rabbigross@hcrj.org. We will soon have a lot of space to
facilitate all of our dreams and ideas.

Let us dream together as the New Year begins.

Maternity Leave at HCRJ

Melissa Wolfson, our Temple Administrator, and her husband, Steven, are expecting
a baby girl any day now. We are all very excited for them. What a great way to
bring in the New Year.

As Melissa will be on maternity leave through March, our office will be managed by
Emily Feinstein. Emily is a highly capable individual who will continue to greet all who
enter HCRJ with a warm smile of friendship. We are grateful to have Emily with us
and welcome her assistance with great enthusiasm.

Emi l yés hours wil!/ be 1| ted to
please be patient while Melissa is away.
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January Calendar

1- New Year ds Day
4 - 10:30 am Interest Group
6- 6:00 pm Tot Shabbat
6:15 pm Family Dinner
7:15 pm Family Shabbat Services
8- 9:00am Religious School Family
Breakfast
9:30 am Religious School
10- 11:30 am Knitzvah Group
10-  7:00 pm Board Meeting
13- 7:15pm Shabbat Services
15- NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
20- 7:15pm Shabbat Services
22 - 9:30am Religious School
24 - 11:30 am Knitzvah Group
25- 7:00 pm Book Club
27 - 715 pm Shabbat Services
29 - 9:30am Religious School

29- 6:00 pm Sup and Swap
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Knitzvah Group
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We chat, we eat, we knit/crochet--all
for good causes! Join us the second
and fourth Tuesday of each

month from 11:30 to 1:00.
Newcomers are always welcome.
Basic instruction is provided.

Family Retreat at Greene Family Camp
March 2 -4, 2012

It's the ultimate Jewish family vacation and a great
opportunity for parents and children of all ages to
discover the incredible experience of a GFC
Shabbat. More information to be provided in
upcoming reflections. For details and registration
you may visit http://greene.urjcamps.org/yearround/
retreats/family/ 2

Family Shabbat
January 6, 2012 at 6:15

Please join us for our January

Family Shabbat dinner:
Menu: Roasted Chicken,
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Potato Kugel, Veggies,

Chicken Nuggets and Mac-N-Cheese

Dinner is $5.00 per person.

Tot Shabbat Service: January 6

Tot Shabbat: 6:00 pm
Dinner: 6:15 pm
Join EImo and Rabbi Gross for
Shabbat fun.

Upcoming books for
HCRJ Book Club

Do you like to read?
Do you like great conversation?

January 25 - The Man In The White
Sharkskin Suit by Lucette Lagnado

February 29 - History of Love by Nicole
Krauss

March 28 - The Faith Club: A Muslim,
A Christian and a Jew i
Three Women Search for Understanding
by Ranya Idlibym, Suzanne Oliver and
Priscilla Warner

April 25 - Augustine and the Jews: A
Christian Defense of Jews and Judaism
by Paula Fredriksen

We meet at 7:00pm on the last
Wednesday of every month. Mark your
calendars and plan to join us!

A light meal is always served. We hope to
see you there! If you have any questions,
please contact the temple at
adulted@hcrj.org.
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Rabbi és Discretionary Fund

In memory of John and Catherine Scattiglio

i Acknowledgments continued:

L

From Luisa Dossi
In memory of Rose Wizig
From Dan Gordon
In memory of Jean Burke
From Gene Burke
In memory of Michelle Abramson Maloney
From Paula Abramson and Lou Marks

Religious School
From Tevin Marks

Honors and Memorials

In memory of Sidney I. Levine
From Eric and Janice Sandberg

In memory of Henry K. Roos
From Sybil Roos

In memory of Ed Oppenheimer
From Pat Peiser

In memory of Rose Miller and Gus Herrman
From Julia Miller

I'n honor of Jean and Mort Feferdés Anniversary
From JoAnn and Mikal Innerarity

I'n honor of Ellie Chaikindds spdedy recovdVelcome New Members
From JoAnn and Mikal Innerarity

In memory of Pat Wise Robert and Shawna Markoff
From Randi and Ron Schramm

Mitzvah Day

From Brad and Laura Frank Condolences
From Deborah and Brad Sondock Our heartfelt condol encesé

From Donna Lewis

From Stephen and Lila Shain

From Lynn Bliss

From Rachelle and Chris Goldman
From Anne and David Naman

From Dennis Sucec and Debra Hurwitz
From Janice Marks

From Bruce and Laura Shelby

General Operating
From Ted and Maria Johnson

To the family of Pat Wise who passed away on December 11, 2011.

To David Wizig and his family on the death of his mother, Rose Wizig, who
passed away November 27, 2011.

To Leslie Fox and her family on the death of her father, Louis Warshaw, who
passed away December 11, 2011.

May the memory of our beloved ones always remain a blessing to those who
were graced by their presence.
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Thank You for our Newest Gifts

‘ ‘ ‘ Katherine & Larry Buck 0 Luisa Dossi 0 Doris & Larry Bernard 0 ‘ ‘ ‘

-8B Melissa & Richard Hudson 6 Hilary & Brent Kamin 6 Cindy & David Lipshutz 6 4B

Lisa and Rob Nicholls 6 Lyn and Carl Schmulen 0 Lisa & Roy Sheinbaum

Mark and Laura Rosenfield
Mitch and Dawn Rubinstein
Kay and Barry Russ

Ruth Schlanger & Mike Malloy
Alan Schnur

Amy and Peter Shaper

LeRoy and Adelle Shaw

Chad and Anat Shaw

Florence and Bob Lait

Hank Lam

Evelyn and Richard Lazear
Johnita and Robert Lebow
Darryl and Martha Lewis
Yvonne Lewis

Jeanne and Milton Mandell
Elisabeth Lindheim & Bill Mattox

Brad and Laura Frank

Ann and J. Kent Friedman
Robin and Scott Frisbie
Sheila and Harvey Fuson
Lynne and Richard Gaudette
Lori and Barry Glickman

Christopher & Rachelle Gold-
man

Stuart and Debbie Goldman

Dana and Robert Abramczyk
Jacolyn Alexander

Madeleine and Michael Appel
Carol and Bruce Appelbaum
Don and Sue Sue Aron

Bobbi and Tom Asarch

lan and Cyd Baron

Debbie Barrash

Julie Barry Sam Marazzo Bruce and Laura Shelby
Allen Becker Pearl and Sol Goldman Robert L. Markman Jason and Ellen Shohet
The Bell Family Jerry Goldstein Barbara and Jack Markman Donna Siegel

Megan Bladen-Blinkoff & Paul Messina | Miriam and Allan Graber Paula and Louis Marks Shirley Sirota

Stephen Breslauer Steve and Beckye Gross Anna and Gary Mason Neha and David Smith
Kathy and David Breslauer Grandchildren of Trudy Smith Cindy Mazza Randy Smith

Fran and Alan Brochstein Lauren and Geoffrey Harrison | steve and Ricky Mikelman Fanet Soifer

Fran Brochstein & James C. Jones Punkin and Walter Hecht Julia Miller Marsha Harris Solomon

Marcia and Bill Chaffin

Ellie and Len Chaikind

John and Stacey Cook

Elene Davis

Stan Doctor

Jacqui Hecht and Wayne Dorris
Andrew Edison and Donna Lax-Edison
Lori and Efisio Farris/Arcodoro

Jean and Mort Fefer
Carole and M.M. Feld Jr.

Dan Fleckman
Abbe and Adam Forman

Shari Rubin and Dennis Heinz
Kristin and Bill Helfand

Paul and Julie Herman

Lee and Lisa Herman
Herman Family Foundation
Nancy Huckle

JoAnn and Mikal Innerarity
Lharissa and Mitchell Jacobs
Sandy and Ken Kantor

Jay and Carolyn Kaplan
Lance and Carol Kassab
Martha and Jerry Kennedy

Anne and David Naman

Ed Oppenheimer

Annalee and George Pappas
Jennifer and Michael Pardee
Bill and Madeline Podorzer
Janie and Elliott Polunsky
Susan and Gary Rachlin

Irv Robbins

Charlotte & Sherman Robinson
Sybil Roos

Sandra and Walter Rosen
Leonard & Sandra Rosenberg

Brad and Deborah Sondock
Harriet and Bruce Spain
Martha & Wilfred Stelly

Molly and Manfred Sternberg

Jane Roth Wagner & Larry Wagner

Ede and Bruce Weiner
The Weinstein Family
Hon. Jeffrey S. Williams
Amber and Byron York




Interest Group

The HCRJ Interest Group will meet
on Wednesday, January 4th at
10:30AM to discuss FOOD;
particularly the problems of food
access in some areas, plus food
security and sustainability. Our
leader will be a local expert: Urban
Harvest Vice President Scott
Howard. Scott has done much
research in these areas. As usual,
bagels and coffee will be served.

Sup& Swap: A Tu BoO6Shevat Cel ebrati

Sunday night, January 29, 6:00 p.m. at HCRJ.

Sup: We 61 | haVe
fruits, nuts and different kinds of wine. Dinner will be
braised short ribs and couscous.

Please, please RSVP to Emily Feinstein at (713) 782-4162 or
hcri@hcrj.org. So that we know how many to cook for. Questions
may be directed to Julie Barry at juliebarry@sbcglobal.net.

on

BO hev 8ring seder .

Marriage and Merlot

On Wednesdays in February, we will begin a special program for engaged and recently married
couples.

With wine and cheese setting the tone for the program, Rabbi Gross and his wife, Beckye, will facilitate a
series of discussions designed to help couples explore issues of intimacy, communication and finances in a
safe and non-threatening environment.

The size of this program will be limited to ten couples, so if you are interested in participating, please
contact Rabbi Gross at rabbigross@hcrj.org as soon as possible. The group will determine the time and
location of these discussions.

Yom Limmud

Perhaps the best known of the BJE's programs is its annual Yom Limmud or
Day of Jewish Learning . Yom Limmud provides a unique opportunity for
Jewish learners from all denominations and walks of life to come together in
one place at one time to learn, exchange ideas, and share experiences. Scores
of seminars, featuring presentations by rabbis, cantors, Jewish educators,
college professors, cultural arts specialists, and other experts are facilitated
throughout the day. The event also provides special programming for children
and teachers. Yom Limmud 2012 will take place on Sunday, February 19, 2012
at Congregation Beth Yeshurun.

Hadassahodos Women of Courage Honoree: Hilary Kami
Mazel Tov to Hilary Kamin who has been named The Woman of the Future for The Houston Chapter of
Hadassahd6s annual Women of Cour aACentutywfrGeowwiego nOur The eve

Leadership, Our Mission, Our Community , 0 wi | | mar k the beginning of t he
Hadassahods centenni al The&/breeb of @durage Award s artbpporsutity for.

Hadassah to recognize both women and organizations that have dealt with important issues in the

community and have gone the extra mile to make a difference in the lives of others.

Hilary is a third generation life-member of Hadassah. Her passion for Judaism and the Jewish community

extends to both her personal and professional life. As Director of Education here at HCRJ, Hilary strives to

provide not only a Jewish education, but also a Jewish identity to all of the students. Hilary was a charter

member of Machar Hadassah and served as its Founding President for three years. She continues to

spread her | ove for Hadassah as t Hiaryltps asa geded thdle mber s h
Houston Chapter, first as Programming Vice President,co-f oundi ng t he chapterds suc
program, and currently serving as Co-Vice President of Events. We are very proud of Hilary for this

admirable honor. 4
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MITZVAH DAY 2011 @
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A special thank you to Sherry Keller, Carol Danek and Teri
Goldfield (pictured left to right), 2011 Mitzvah Day Chairs.
Through its various activities, Mitzvah Day brought the
HCRJ community together in a very special way; it taught
our children the value and importance of doing mitzvot;
and it enabled us to extend ourselves to others in their
time of need. This very special day would not have been
as successful were it not for the coordinated efforts of our
Mitzvah Day Committee and Volunteers.

The chairs of our Mitzvah Day projects did a
fabulous job in coordinating the efforts of
hundreds of volunteers. In the photos below
Mitzvah Day workers, prepare meals for the
homeless, make holiday cards for Turning Point
Center, assemble toiletry bags for the AIDS
Foundation, assemble hospital bags for patients at
MD Anderson and prepare a bench to be painted
for Turning Point Cent erm
Knitzvah Group works on a quilt.

The Temple Life Committee wishes to thank everyone for giving their generous donations-in-kind at
Mitzvah Day. Your donated items will be appreciated and enjoyed by all recipients. If you would like to
receive a tax receipt for those donations, please contact the temple office.

5



Have you Made your Summer Plans Yet?

Summer Fun at Greene Family Camp

Many of us are in the process of making summer
plans. Some have children and grandchildren who
are of age to go to camp. Others may know
someone with children who are of campership age.

If you are considering a Jewish camp experience,
please consider Greene Family Camp. Studies
have shown that residential camps like Greene are
i nstrument al in the
identity. With a wonderful balance between
education and recreation, the Greene Family Camp
is one of our nationos
experiences.

Registration is simple. If you went to camp last
summer, log-in to your account to reregister. If you
were not here last summer, registration is a breeze.
Just go to the Greene Family Camp website at
http://greene.urjcamps.org/register/ _ and complete
the online application.

Scholarships are available.

HCRJ Israel Trip for Families & the Adventurous of Spirit: June 9

The HCRJ Trip to Israel last March was a

| | our adventure will be filled with rugged
| time treks, camel rides and archeological

| | a lifetime see the information below and

Scholarships for Camp

Do not allow tight finances to prevent you from
sending your child to camp this summer.

Greene Family Camp has financial aid programs
available. Interested families may go to the
ifParentso section of the
website to look at and download information and
applications at www.greene.urijcamps.org

Gt

formahieoldewi s Fhidedasi dawibs h Gi

Bureau of Jewish Education is now accepting
applications from families who need assistance

p topravide their dhitdven with a Jewish suemer ¢ a mp

experience. For more information or to request
an application, please contact Paulette Walden
the Bureau of Jewish Education at
pwalden@houstonjewish.org.

HCRJ also has some scholarship funds
available. Please contact Rabbi Gross for more
information.

sacred journey for all. As we bonded with the
land and people of Israel, we bonded with each
other as well. This summer, we will be taking
another journey to the Holy Land. This time

adventures including jeep expeditions, night

digs. For more details about this adventure of

explore the itinerary online.

1202012

Our second congregational trip to Israel will be an active adventure into the
land of our people which promises to open the hearts and souls everyone of
every age. In addition to the conventional tourist itinerary which will lead us
to relive the stories of our heritage through ancient ruins which were left
behind, our adventure will include a number of very active elements to

engage the spirits of adventurous of spirit.

Join us as we uncover

and so much more!

If you are interested in more information, please visit www.frosch.com/

HCRJ and send an email to rabbigross@hcrj.org.

The photo to the right was taken by Beckye Gross on the 2011 HCRJ Israel

hi
traverse strategic regions in the mountainous North, explore history through
water hikes and tour bikes, make candles in the Mystical City of Tzvat,
ascend to the top of Masada, take a camel ride through the Judean desert

*

story at a

trip. The photo won first place in the ARZA photo competition of the reform
movement and will be printed in the next edition of Reform Judaism magazine.
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
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1/4
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1/5

1/7

1/7

1/7

1/8

1/9

1/10
1/11
1/11
1/12
1/13
1/13
1/14
1/14
1/15
1/15
1/16
1/16
1/16
1/19
1/20
1/20
1/20
1/21
1/22
1/24
1/24
1/26
1/26
1/27
1/28
1/29
1/29
1/29
1/31

Chad Shaw
Carol Appelbaum
William Podorzer
Stephen Wexler
Barbara Markman
Jenny Pardee
Stacey Cook
James Kastleman
Karen Frumovitz
Matthew Tenny
Jorge Zuniga
Walter Hecht
Israel Naman
Wayne Hill
Gary Dante
Betty Farrell
Lauren Hill
Adrienne Hecht
Nicole Gibson
June Diamond
lan Baron
Ruth Schlanger
Harvey Lewis
Barbara Hurwitz
Etta Naman
Rachelle Goldman
Kimberly Brasington
Emmie Chang
Diane Mintz
Abbe Forman
Jed Mandel
Candy Novak
Rob Householder
Luisa Dossi
Lauren Salomon
Shellie Lewis
Sybil Roos
Melissa Hudson
Ron Bernosky

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES
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1/2

1/3

1/8

1/11
1/12
1/14
1/15
1/17
1/19
1/20
1/20
1/21
1/23
1/26

Herb & Judy Fred

Daniel & Margaret Krohn

David & Cindy Lipshutz

Ron & Missy Bernosky
Jeff & Rita Williams
Wayne Dorris & Jacqueline Hecht
George & Annalee Pappas
Martin & Linda Debrovner
Dennis Sucec & Debra Hurwitz
LeRoy & Adelle Shaw
Stephen & Deasa Wexler
Gary & Cathy Dante
David & Maria Gross
John & Suzanne Landa
Howard & Marilyn Fireman

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO OUR KIDS!

1/2
1/4
1/4
1/4
1/5
17
1/8
1/10
1/11
1/15
1/19
1/21
1/21
1/22
1/24
1/24
1/26
1/28
1/29
1/29
1/30

Drake Goldman (9 years old)
Maya Vazquez (10 years old)
Lewis Graubart (13 years old)
Amanda Rosenfield (16 years old)
Harper Birkelbach (1 years old)
Julia Jameson (14 years old)
Conner Anhalt (14 years old)
Jacqueline Touchet (11 years old)
Eli Bernosky (6 years old)
Shayna Brochstein (14 years old)
Jordan Kassab (13 years old)
Sophia Reed (9 years old)
Audrey Reed (9 years old)
Brandon Premazon (14 years old)
Nathan Touchet (10 years old)
Joshua Kassab (16 years old)
Sarah Pope (14 years old)
Beatrice Graubart (10 years old)
Allison Bernstein (11 years old)
Julia Speer (1 years old)
Lindsay Asarch (16 years old)

JANUARY YARZEITS
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1/6
1/6
1/6
1/6
1/12
1/13
1/15
1/15
1/15
1/16
1/16
1/17
1/17
1/18
1/19
1/19
1/19
1/20
1/22
1/23
1/24
1/25
1/25
1/25
1/26
1/29
1/29
1/29
1/29
1/30
1/31
1/31
1/31
1/31

Alex Nathan
Bernard Goldfield
Barbara Steiner
Kathy Clark
Beatrice Levy
Max Sapsowitz
Myron Appel
Barbara Bortugno
Angie Rabalais
Roberta Samsky
John Landa
Dora Salomon
Sare Aresty
Morris Fuson
Morris Lait
Irvins Appelbaum
Michael Peretz
Joseph Fireman
Sheldon Kaufman
Catherine Warren
Clara Milavsky
Tillie Berman
Joel Zaritzky
Irene Shore
Gertrude Greenfeld
Billie Perlman
Gertrude Greenfeld
Samuel Cohen
Morris Lewis
Frank Bearden
Tobe Berman
Ben Shaw
Jerome Schwartz
Sarah Nathanson
Ernest Weil
Mildred Munson
Maurice Blinkoff
Armand Roos
Jeannie Doctor
Sylvia Cass
Dr. Gary Aden
Joan Levi
John Scattiglio
Edna Bennett



January Menu:

Menu: Roasted Chicken, Potato Kugel, Veggies,

Chicken Nuggets and Mac-N-Cheese
January 6, 2012




