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FEBRUARY 2012 

Letôs Face It 
 

Over the course of the past year, it has become clear to everyone in the world that social media like 
Facebook and Twitter have the capacity to impact society in powerful ways.  As we witnessed the 
collapse of one Arab dictatorship after another, it became very clear that the use of social media can be 
highly instrumental in mobilizing communities and communicating ideas. 
 
While the Arab Spring may have demonstrated the power of these social media applications on a global 
scale, many of us have known this for a long time.  Our youth, in particular, are learning how to use these 
tools of technology to create cyber communities, organize flash mobs and to get people more involved in 
new and exciting ways.  

 
While I am rather inept at all of these new technologies, I have witnessed moments at HCRJ where a mere posting of 
information on our underutilized Facebook page can have a wonderful impact on a program.  One such moment took place 
on Christmas morning.  Just a few hours before our annual Christmas program at the Turning Point Center my wife, Beckye, 
posted the following message on the HCRJ Facebook page: 
 
Sitting on the couch reading Facebook? Join us at The Turning Point Center at 10:45 a.m. this morning as we serve  
lunch, sing Christmas Carols and pass out gifts to the residents. 
 
This simple posting resulted in the following response: 
 
I think I might just do that. . . Iôm on my way.  Should be there around 11:00 if thatôs ok? 
 
From one simple posting, we were able to inspire an individual to perform a spontaneous mitzvah.  This small achievement 
in our technological outreach represents a very significant step in the right direction for HCRJ.  In todayôs technologically 
driven society, the demand for social media in communications and communal organization has become even more 
important than printed materials for many of our younger members.  In fact, it is not likely that anyone under the age of 25 is 
reading this bulletin article. 
 
Like a website, the Facebook page is an efficient way of disseminating information for a congregation, but it adds the social 
interaction features that promote community.   
 
Many synagogues around the country have already seen positive results from their first forays into social media. I have 
colleagues who tweet.  Others use Facebook to stay informed about members and their needs.  Some produce YouTube 
videos for teaching purposes.   
 
Social media is central to the lives of hundreds of millions of people around the world and is rapidly becoming a major way 
people communicate and even congregate.  As social media increasingly become part of our daily lives, people will continue 
to find new ways to interact with religion and spirituality as well. For some, it may be interacting with like-minded people on a 
synagogue Facebook page. For others it may be learning a different Jewish lesson each day through a Twitter feed.   
 
As these trends continue to unfold, our ability to utilize social media in the HCRJ community becomes increasingly important.  
If you are skilled in any of the social media applications available or if your child has a passion for this kind of interaction, we 
need your help.  HCRJ is currently in the early stages of developing ways to utilize social media in our daily activities, and 
your ideas can help us shape our methods of connection for the future.  Please contact me at rabbigross@hcrj.org if you 
wish to get involved.   

HCRJ has a website AND is now on Facebook.  Visit us at www.hcrj.org to check out the site.  Also, 
please become a fan of our Facebook page.  You can find information on upcoming events, pro-
grams, weekly reflections and much more on both of these sites.   

http://www.hcrj.org
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February Calendar 
   

  1 -    10:30 am    Interest Group 
            7:00 pm    Book Club (rescheduled date) 
            7:00 pm Marriage and Merlot  
          
  3 -      6:00 pm    Tot Shabbat 
            6:15 pm    Family Dinner 
            7:15 pm    Family Shabbat Services 
 
  4 -    10:30 am    Renee Shohet Bat Mitzvah 
 
  5 -      9:00 am    Religious School Family Breakfast 
            9:30 am    Religious School 
            9:30 am    Seder Planning Meeting 
 
  6 -      7:00 pm    Board Meeting 
 
  7 -    11:30 am    Knitzvah Group         
 
  8 -      7:00 pm    Marriage and Merlot  
 
  9 -    12:00 pm    Kabbalah Lunch and Learn 
 
10 -      7:15 pm    Shabbat Services 
 
12 -      9:30 am    Religious School 
 
15 -      7:00 pm    Marriage and Merlot 
 
16 -    12:00 pm    Kabbalah Lunch and Learn 
 
17 -      7:15 pm    Shabbat Services 
 
18 -     10:30 am   Robbie Nicholls Bar Mitzvah 
 
19 -      NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL: YOM LIMMUD 
 
21 -     11:30 am    Knitzvah Group 
 
22 -       7:00 pm    Marriage and Merlot 
 
23 -     12:00 pm    Kabbalah Lunch and Learn 
 
24 - 7:15 pm Shabbat Services  
 
26 - 9:30 am Religious School  
 
29 - 7:00 pm Book Club  

Knitzvah Group 
  

We chat, we eat, we knit/crochet--all 
for good causes!  Join us the second 
and fourth Tuesday of each 
month from 11:30 to 1:00.  
Newcomers are always welcome.  
Basic instruction is provided.  

Family Shabbat 
February 3, 2012 at 6:15 
 

Please join us for our February 
Family Shabbat dinner: 
 

   Menu: Meat and Vegetable Lasagna,    
   veggies, mac-n-cheese, chicken nuggets  
and salad.   
 

Dinner is $5.00 per person for those 4 and 
older. 

Upcoming books for  
HCRJ Book Club 

 

Do you like to read? 
Do you like great conversation? 

 

   **New Date** February 1 - The Man in the    
   White Sharkskin Suit By Lucette Lagnado 
 
   February 29 - History of Love by Nicole Kraus 
    
   March 28 - The Faith Club: A Muslim, A   
   Christian and a Jew ï Three Women Search  
   for Understanding  by Ranya Idlibym, Suzanne     
   Oliver and Priscilla Warner 
 

   April 25 - Augustine and the Jews:   
   A Christian Defense of Jews and Judaism by                
   Paula Fredriksen 

 

We meet at 7:00pm on the last Wednesday  
of every month.  Mark your calendars and 
plan to join us!  A light meal is always served.  
We hope to see you there!   

Tot Shabbat Service: February 3 
  
    Tot Shabbat: 6:00 pm 
 

    Join Elmo and Rabbi Gross for  
    Shabbat fun. 

Interest Group 
 

The HCRJ Interest Group is delving into 
environmental issues that affect us all. On Wed. 
Feb.1st at 10:30 am, we will meet to talk about 
WATER.  
 

Our discussion will be led by Joe Strouse, 
Congregant Ellie Chaikind's nephew, who is an 
engineer in the Dam Safety Program at the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality [TCEQ]. 
He will talk about conservation as well as give us 
some insight on the waterways from where we 
get most water and how they are protected. 
Bagels and coffee will be served. Come early and 
bring a friend.  
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Honors and Memorials 
     In memory of Ed Oppenheimer 
  From Don and Beverly Painter 
 
 In memory of Pat Wise 
  From Ruth Schlanger 
           From Anne and David Naman 
  
General Operating 
 From Ted and Maria Johnson 
 
Rabbiôs Discretionary Fund 
       From Henry Lam 
      From Charlotte and Sherman Robinson 
 
Mitzvah Day 
 From Laura and Bruce Shelby 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

Condolences 
 

Our heartfelt condolencesé 
 
To the family of Steve Wolfson who died on  
December 25, 2011. 
 
To Fran Brochstein and her family on the death of her 
father, Paul Brochstein, who passed away January 21, 
2012.   
 
May the memory of our beloved ones always remain 
a blessing to those who were graced by their 
presence. 

Mazel Tov to Erin Kamin, one of our HCRJ 
Hebrew teachers, and Will Miller on their 
marriage. 
 

Mazel Tov to Tracy Kotwitz, our seventh 
grade religious school teacher, and Paul 
Lehman on their engagement. 

 

 

Mazel Tov to Melissa and Steve Wolfson on 
the birth of their daughter Brooke Sophie who 
was born on January 9, 2012. 

Calling All Mah Jongg Players! 
 

HCRJ is excited to announce that we are expanding our  

mah-jongg program to include a Wednesday daytime 

group.   We also currently host a Tuesday evening group   

 

 

 

at 7:00pm. We welcome players from beginner to 

advanced levels.  For those who have never played 

before, we will be providing basic instruction.  A mah-

jongg card is necessary to participate.  If you are 

interested in finding out more information, please contact 

the temple office.  

Mazel Tov to Coby and Frank McEloy on the 
birth of their daughter Caroline Elizabeth who 
was born on January 10, 2012. 

Leadership Shabbat 
Friday, February 24 ï 
  
Please join us for a special Shabbat Service honoring 
HCRJôs leadership.  As we honor our past and present 
leaders, we will also be looking to the future. 
Come and learn about the many opportunities we have 
to become involved in shaping our future. A very special 
oneg will follow services. 
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Yom Limmud 
February 19, 2012 at Congregation Beth Yeshurun 

 
Perhaps the best known of the BJE programs is its annual YOM LIMMUD 
or DAY OF JEWISH LEARNING.  Scores of seminars, featuring presentations 
by rabbis, cantors, Jewish educators, college professors, cultural arts 
specialists and other experts are facilitated throughout the day.  The event also 
provides special programming for the children and teachers.   

 
One of the most popular classes, Hebrew Jump Start taught by Rabbi Stuart Federow, is an integral 
part of  the Yom Limmud experience! From 9:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m., participants will become familiar 
with the sounds of the Hebrew letters and vowels, and will read directly from the Torah by the time they 
finish! This is a good introduction to reading Hebrew. Participants will take home materials to 
help reinforce what they have learned.  

Souper Bowl of Caring 
 
Souper Bowl of Caring is a national 
movement of congregations, schools, 
community organizations and compassionate 
individuals caring for others on Super Bowl 
weekend (February 3-5, 2012). Souper Bowl of 
Caring equips and mobilizes youth to positively impact their 
communities by collecting money or food on or near Super Bowl 
weekend. 100% of the collections are donated directly to the 
charity of each group's choice.   
 
We are collecting change at both the February Family Shabbat 
dinner and Religious School breakfast to be donated to the 
Souper Bowl of Caring.  Join us to help those who are less 
fortunate. 

Passover Seder  
Planning Meeting 

 

Passover will be here before you 
know it and to help celebrate, we 
will be featuring an entirely new 
Haggadah. The first night of  
Passover is Friday, April 6th. 
HCRJ will have the Seder in the 
Social Hall of the Temple for  
members and their immediate 
families.   
 

There will be a meeting to discuss 
the Seder arrangements on  
Sunday, February 5th, at 9:30 am 
in the temple kitchen.   

http://www.souperbowl.org/
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Scholarships for Camp 
 

Do not allow tight finances to prevent you from 
sending your child to camp this summer.  
 

Greene Family Camp has financial aid programs 
available.  Interested families may go to the Parent 
section of the Greene Family Camp website, 
www.greene.urjcamps.org, to look at and 
download information and applications.   
 

In addition, The Jewish Federation of Greater 
Houston's Bureau of Jewish Education is now 
accepting applications from families who need 
assistance to provide their children with a Jewish 
summer experience. Please contact Paulette 
Walden at pwalden@houstonjewish.org. 
 

HCRJ also has some scholarship funds available. 
Please contact Rabbi Gross at 713/782-4162 or 
rabbigross@hcrj.org 

Family Retreat at Greene Family Camp 
March 2-4. 2012 
 

It's the ultimate Jewish family vacation and a 
great opportunity for parents and children of all 
ages to discover the incredible experience of a 
GFC Shabbat.  The young and young-at-heart 
will spend much of their weekend together - 
climbing the 50 foot Alpine Tower, experiencing 
the giant swing, creating arts and crafts, learning 
Israeli folk dances and camp songs, enjoying 
outdoor and indoor sports, as well as 
participating in many of the great activities that 
GFC offers during the summer. 
  

There will be "Parents Only" sessions with our 
scholar-in-residence, as well as "Camper Only" 
sessions with our all-star staff.   
For details and registration:    

www.greene.urjcamps.org/yearround/retreats/
family/ 
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On Behalf of a Grateful Congregation - Thank You for Your Pledges 

Thank You for our Newest Gifts 

ǒ  Robert and Janis Frank  ǒ  Debby and Barney Jones  ǒ  

ǒ  Henry and Harriet Geller  ǒ  

Dana and Robert Abramczyk 

Jacolyn Alexander 

Madeleine and Michael Appel 

Carol and Bruce Appelbaum 

Don and Sue Sue Aron 

Bobbi and Tom Asarch 

Ian and Cyd Baron 

Debbie Barrash 

Julie Barry 

Allen Becker 

The Bell Family 

Doris & Larry Bernard  

Megan Bladen-Blinkoff & Paul Messina 

Stephen Breslauer 

Kathy and David Breslauer 

Fran and Alan Brochstein 

Fran Brochstein & James C. Jones 

Katherine & Larry Buck  

Marcia and Bill Chaffin 

Ellie and Len Chaikind 

John and Stacey Cook 

Elene Davis 

Stan Doctor 

Jacqui Hecht and Wayne Dorris 

Luisa Dossi  

Andrew Edison and Donna Lax-Edison 

Lori and Efisio Farris/Arcodoro  

Jean and Mort Fefer                       
Carole and M.M. Feld Jr. 

Dan Fleckman 

Abbe and Adam Forman 

Brad and Laura Frank 

Ann and J. Kent Friedman 

Robin and Scott Frisbie 

Sheila and Harvey Fuson 

Lynne and Richard Gaudette 

Lori and Barry Glickman 

Christopher & Rachelle Gold-
man            

Stuart and Debbie Goldman 

Pearl and Sol Goldman 

Jerry Goldstein 

Miriam and Allan Graber 

Steve and Beckye Gross 

Grandchildren of Trudy Smith 

Lauren and Geoffrey Harrison 

Punkin and Walter Hecht 

Shari Rubin and Dennis Heinz 

Kristin and Bill Helfand 

Paul and Julie Herman 

Lee and Lisa Herman 

Herman Family Foundation 

Nancy Huckle 

Melissa & Richard Hudson  

JoAnn and Mikal Innerarity 

Lharissa and Mitchell Jacobs 

Sandy and Ken Kantor 

Hilary & Brent Kamin  

Jay and Carolyn Kaplan 

Lance and Carol Kassab 

Martha and Jerry Kennedy 

Florence and Bob Lait 

Hank Lam 

Evelyn and Richard Lazear 

Johnita and Robert Lebow 

Darryl and Martha Lewis 

Yvonne Lewis 

Cindy & David Lipshutz  

Jeanne and Milton Mandell 

Elisabeth Lindheim & Bill Mattox 

Sam Marazzo 

Robert L. Markman 

Barbara and Jack Markman 

Paula and Louis Marks 

Anna and Gary Mason 

Cindy Mazza 

Steve and Ricky Mikelman 

Julia Miller 

Anne and David Naman 

Ed Oppenheimer 

Annalee and George Pappas 

Jennifer and Michael Pardee 

Bill and Madeline Podorzer 

Janie and Elliott Polunsky 

Susan and Gary Rachlin 

Irv Robbins 

Charlotte & Sherman Robinson      

Sybil Roos 

Sandra and Walter Rosen 

Leonard & Sandra Rosenberg          

Mark and Laura Rosenfield 

Mitch and Dawn Rubinstein 

Kay and Barry Russ 

Ruth Schlanger & Mike Malloy 

Alan Schnur 

Amy and Peter Shaper 

LeRoy and Adelle Shaw 

Chad and Anat Shaw 

Bruce and Laura Shelby 

Jason and Ellen Shohet 

Donna Siegel 

Shirley Sirota 

Neha and David Smith  

Randy Smith 

Fanet Soifer 

Marsha Harris Solomon 

Brad and Deborah Sondock 

Harriet and Bruce Spain 

Martha & Wilfred Stelly  

Molly and Manfred Sternberg 

Jane Roth Wagner & Larry Wagner 

Ede and Bruce Weiner 

The Weinstein Family 

Hon. Jeffrey S. Williams 

Amber and Byron York 

http://www.greene.urjcamps.org
http://greene.urjcamps.org/yearround/retreats/family/
http://greene.urjcamps.org/yearround/retreats/family/
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Our Second Annual Jewish / Muslim 
Christmas program was an amazing 
success.  The first part of the 
evening centered around sharing our 
religious customs.  The second part 
of the evening was centered around 
building bridges of understanding.   
 
We divided into small groups to 
explore stereotypes associated with 
each of our faiths and sought to 
understand how to best respond and 
defend each other when such 
stereotypes are expressed in our 
presence.  

Butterflies to Remember Holocaust Children 
 

For her Mitzvah Project, Kyra Rubinstein has been 

volunteering at Holocaust Museum Houston for the 

past several months.  HMH is sponsoring the Butterfly 

Project to remember the 1.5 million Jewish children 

who died during the Holocaust. The HMH is collecting 

1.5 million handmade butterflies for a special exhibit 

in 2014. Kyra demonstrated making origami butter-

flies on Saturday afternoons to visitors at HMH while 

also explaining the significance of the poem, The  

Butterfly, by Pavel Friedmann, who perished at 

Auschwitz in September 1944. Kyra has made over 

600 butterflies toward her goal of donating 1,000   

butterflies to HMHôs special exhibit.  

 

It has become an HCRJ tradition to serve lunch and 
sing Christmas songs to the residents of the Turning 
Point Center on Christmas Day.  Through this interfaith 
mitzvah meal, the spirit of each of our faiths comes 
alive in a sacred communion.  Pictured in the photo 
are residents of the Turning Point Center, enjoying a 
joyous lunch.  In the very back of the picture are the 
HCRJ Not Ready for Prime Time Carolers.  
 
On Christmas Day, our members participated in our 7th 
Annual Christmas Day Mitzvah Lunch at the Turn-
ing Point Center, where we served a festive lunch 
and sang Christmas songs with the residents.   

Interfaith Outreach Connections 
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FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
 

2/2     Robert & Janis Frank 

2/8     Leonard & Eleanor Chaikind 

2/8     Lou Marks & Paula Abramson 

2/9     Jack & Barbara Markman 

2/12   Michael & Amy Lawch 

2/14   Walter & Sandra Rosen 

2/15   Jodi & Armando Vazquez 

2/20   Michael Miller & Ingrid Castellanos 

2/22   George & Nicole Gibson 

2/28   Rick & Georgiann Silverman 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

2/1   Don Painter 

2/2   Jonathan Siegel 

2/2   Charlotte Gomel 

2/2   Theodore Helfgott 

2/2   Claire Getschow 

2/3   Lharissa Jacobs 

2/4   George Brown 

2/4   Henry Lam 

2/6   Diana Leipold 

2/6   Andrew Edison 

2/7   Eileen Weinstein 

2/10   David Naman 

2/10   Lou Marks 

2/12   Amber York 

2/12   Kenny Friedman 

2/12   Bradley Frank 

2/12   Sue Sue Aron 

2/13   Jason Herbst 

2/15   Rick Silverman 

2/16   Dionna Levin 

2/16   Dennis Sucec 

2/18   Scott Asarch 

2/18   Courtney Lipp 

2/21   Jennifer Touchet 

2/22   Laura Neustadt 

2/22   Julie Levin 

2/23   Alan Falik 

2/25   Harvey Fuson 

2/26   Morton Fefer 

2/26   Ione Moran 

2/26   Marcel Hamburger 

2/26   Jeffry Lewis 

2/26   Jaime Perkins 

2/26   Sunil Chada 

2/28   Eric Marglous 

2/28   Missy Bernosky 

FEBRUARY YARZEITS 

 

2/1     Pearl Plotkin 

2/2     Fannie Marks 

2/3     Walter Mathis 

2/4     Bernard Rachlin 

2/5     Bertha Goldman 

2/6     Simon Sartorius 

2/7     Bertha Mayerhofer 

2/8     Harry Green 

2/8     Anthony Licea 

2/8     Simon Utay 

2/9     Rose Gerson 

2/9     Samuel Abramson 

2/11   Herman Schlanger 

2/11   David Kassab 

2/12   Mildred Marks 

2/12   Michael Gross 

2/12   Max Bliss 

2/13   Abraham Peretz 

2/13   Ida Robinson 

2/13   Frances Zeffert 

2/13   Isabelle Podorzer 

2/14   Herbert Robins 

2/15   Alfred Rubin 

2/15   Jennie Hurwitz 

2/15   David Roos 

2/16   Anne Mills 

2/17   Sarah Butkin 

2/17   Helen Sandhaus 

2/18   Morton Katz 

2/18   Margaret Shulman 

2/20   Bertha Brochstein 

2/21   Harold Mason 

2/21   Tim Domingue 

2/21   Mary Ann Tartakov 

2/21   Mike Phillips 

2/22   Esther Polunsky 

2/26   Ben Schreiber 

2/26   Hannah Frank 

2/26   Audrey Lawch 

2/27   Adolph Katz 

2/27   Nona Marks 

2/28   Edmund Hecht 

2/28   Clara Mace 

2/28   Anna Kessler 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO OUR KIDS! 
 

2/1     Rachel Kalinsky (18 years old) 

2/2     Logan Belcher (9 years old) 

2/2     Taylor Frisbie (15 years old) 

2/4     Renee Shohet (13 years old) 

2/5     Rachael Marglous (12 years old) 

2/8     Reid Gross (10 years old) 

2/8     Brett Gonzalez (11 years old) 

2/8     Kevin Daily (13 years old) 

2/10   Adalaide Eagle (3 years old) 

2/11   Abraham Touchet (6 years old) 

2/11   Mackenzie Aden (14 years old) 

2/14   Aiden Gross (4 years old) 

2/15   Robbie Nicholls (13 years old) 

2/15   Jamie Anhalt (10 years old) 

2/16   Kimberly Landa (18 years old) 

2/18   Isabel Graubart (15 years old) 

2/18   Isaac Herbst (10 years old) 

2/22   Jonathan Frumovitz (10 years old) 
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February Menu: Lasagna Night 

 

Menu: Meat and Vegetable Lasagna, 
veggies, mac-n-cheese, 
chicken nuggets and salad.   

 

February 3, 2012 


